
EKNA General Meeting – January 16, 2012 at Philadelphia Brewing Company 
(1st meeting of 2012) Chairperson: Jeff Carpineta 
 
Jeff acknowledges Martin Luther King Day. Thank you’s given to all the people who made the holiday 
gathering at the Brewery a success- thank you to Bill and Nancy for giving the space.  
 
Announcements: 
 
Mark Squilla has been sworn in at beginning of 2012. Squilla has attended EKNA events and seems very 
interested in what EKNA is doing. The EKNA Officers will be meeting soon with the new Councilman for 
District 1, Mark Squilla.  This will be a first meeting with the Councilman. They are taking input from the 
EKNA membership about concerns or issues to be discussed with Mr. Squilla. Comments can be sent to 
eknacommunity@gmail.com or discussed in person or on the phone with the officers. Jeff gives his cell 
phone number if anyone wishes to call him. Jeff mentions several areas are already on the clipboard for the 
conversation with Squilla ---Solving the vacant land situation in the neighborhood ---What kind of funding 
and resources can he move towards the Hagert Street Plaground---What is his take on development, his 
take on the education situation in E.Kensington--- His take on City Services in our area, crime/quality of 
life enforcement 
 
Recap on 4 major items from December meeting: 
1) The foundation commitment  to wrap up the Emerald Park campaign from the summertime and to also 
provide some additional funds for insurance and for programming at Emerald Park has come in- $25,000 
and there is some remainder in that grant for EKNA to do things with this year. 
 
2) Foundation has also awarded a $25,000 matching grant. Challenge on EKNA floor to raise $25,000 in 
2012 from different sources. Will be matched dollar for dollar. It may actually be disbursed before the end 
of 2012 if it is raised before 2012. So… our Feburary meeting will be focused on two things…. Creative 
ways to raise the funds needed to not loose the award  2) What will we do with the funding, more the 
EKNA has had in past. Need to plan programming for 2012-2013. This will allow us to do things we’ve 
never done.  There are always ideas, but as important is who steps up to lead new things. Question to 
members: How do you want to serve  your neighborhood. What do -you -want to do.  
 
3) EKNA has been awarded grant from Preservation Alliance for a project. Zak Starer is leading the 
project. Zak not present tonight, will be sending out email to EKNA.  
 
4) EKNA wrote an application with PCPC for DVRPC grant to seek funding for the Phila Planning 
Commission for neighborhood planning in East Kens. Copied of the application were handed out to 
members in fall 2011. We got it. $30,000 has been awarded to PCPC for planning in our neighborhood. 
Money does not go EKNA. EKNA does not handle the accounting. Amy Miller is kicking off planning 
committee.  
 
News:  Circle of Hope donated $500 to EKNA before end of year. Thanks to Martha and Josh – leaders of 
Circle of Hope / Circle Thrift. Will speak to them to hear if they have specific ideas for how the donation is 
used. This might be more funding that the membership can brainstorm on in February.  
 
Introduction:  Denise Childs Morgan, owner of Yes They Can Daycare, spoke about herself and her 
business with a powerpoint presentation. She can be reached at 267-251-2425 for more information.  
 
Amy Miller spoke on the neighborhood planning. Planning Commission is putting together RFP for 
planning firms. Plan will deal with matters of density, transportation, biking, commercial development, 
walking, parking, zoning remapping. There will be a planning committee formed, which will help with data 
collection, organizing and publicizing meetings, getting neighborhood input, and other aspects of the 
planning process, mapping sidewalk conditions, historic buildings etc. Will be outreach work to do. If you 
want to be a part of committee, there will likely one meeting a month. If you want to learn more or join, 
talk to Amy Miller.   Once consultant is hired will there be focus group meetings and large community 
meetings. 



 
Arts Fest: Zak Starer and Krista Peel will be organizing the Trenton Ave Arts Fest for the second year in a 
row. Preliminary conversation is happening. For FOOD or BEVERAGE vendors, process is more complex 
so please approach EKNA ASAP. The date of the festival will be May 19. 
 
Zoning: Amy Miller gave updates on zoning applications. A meeting for 2113 Frankford Ave for Little 
Baby’s Ice Cream will be held on January 17 at Fishtown Rec Center, and will be a joint meeting for 
EKNA and FNA. There will also be a meeting on February 8 for 2103 E Dauphin St, which is a proposed 
two-family dwelling on a vacant lot zoned for single-family.  
 
Message about Hagert Street Playground : Lara Ertwine is interested in leading over at Hagert Street 
Playground. Anyone wanting to be involved please talk to Lara and please list your contact info on sign-up 
sheet. 
 
Treasurer Pat McHugh spoke.  Last Thursday the lot in Emerald Park was paid off. Pat goes over totals of 
donations by Paypal, by Check, Thanks to all of you who donated. The total cost was $34,000 plus closing 
costs, totaling just under $35,500.  Foundation grant paid for balance of the lot; thank you to the 
foundation. The entire cost of the lot was covered through special fundraising, so the cost from EKNA 
regular budget was $0.  
 
The one lot that was purchased at Sheriff’s Sale has been transferred in ownership from NKCDC to the 
East Kensington Action Committee, which is the land-owning entity was formed to hold title and carry 
insurance on the park space. Total cost of the first lot was covered by donations and a portion from EKNA 
funds.  2012 draft budget expected in February.  
 
Stan Pauls of Walking Fish Theater- 2509 Frankford. Jeff gives background about the 3 teens shot and  
killed in a car last week. Kids involved were connected to our schools, Bracetti Academy and Kensington 
Culinary. Mayor came to our neighborhood to plead with you not to retaliate. Walking Fish is doing a 
theatre piece with kids from the school. Stan spoke about their upcoming performance, Of Mythic 
Proportions featuring students from Bracetti. There will be two free performances of this on Wednesday. 
Stan also reports that Mark Squilla has been attending the Walking Fish and supportive of the Theatre as 
well as Circle of Hope and Eagle One credit union. 
 
Bernie - new mailing list of crime reports and showed an example of the report. This is 3rd month of 
reporting on this effort to get the information.  We are now getting detailed crime reports from the 26th and 
EKNA has set up a mailing list so community members can have reports sent to them. To join the mailing 
list, send a blank email to crime-join@ekna.org. Bernie notes that the district is leaving out some 
information and not all 911 calls will be profiled. Resident called about graffiti to 911. Discussion about 
whether 311 or 911 is best for graffiti. Bernie says log it in 311.  
 
Dan Scholnick discussed a lawyer’s fee that was billed to EKNA from the review of a Community 
Benefits Agreement from the summertime. Invoice from attorney is $650.00. Dan want to go over the 
situation and asks the membership for a decision on whether the bill can be paid in whole or in part from 
EKNA funds and if so, how much or are there any other ways.  
 
Dan gives recap on what the project was. There was a community meeting where the community supported 
the project. Zoning committee supported the project and then thought it best to have a community benefit 
agreement (CBA) with the developer. Dan offers that if anyone wants detail on the content of the CBA 
itself they can ask zoning committee or inquire after the meeting. ZC did come up with a draft of the 
agreement. ZC chair felt strongly the CBA should be reviewed by an attorney. While ZC members and 
officers were commenting on the idea, the attorney did the work for $325/hr so the expense was not 
approved. Dan mentions that the lawyer was advocating that the developer pay for the legal expense. That 
was in the CBA from the attorney but was removed by applicant attorney. Dan expresses that he has been 
in contact with the attorney, who seems reasonable, understanding, and willing to compromise.  Member 
asks if we can negotiate with lawyer. Dan says the lawyer is looking for an offer. Dan outlines that it is a 
totally new kind of expense and pricey so members need to make a decision.  Member asks if this is 



something that is going to come up again, and will other zoning reviews wind up needing attorney work. 
Jeff answers that EKNA needs to do research on who could do the work and at what cost? Discount? Pro-
bono? Local resident? How often and for what reviews? Says there is a lot of homework to do.  
 
Member asks how about asking developer to pay. Another member says conversation with zoning applicant 
about money support is not a good idea. A member suggests that EKNA should have an arrangement with a 
lawyer for future legal issues and any attorneys in the community should get involved to help out. A 
member asks, did lawyer start the work without anyone telling him to? And who told him to start? Dan says 
it’s unclear but the documents were sent to the attorney so he started. John Theobald said that time was 
limited and the ZC was trying to get developer to commit to what was approved at the meeting. Time was 
not taken to make the right decisions but will not be repeated and there was no intent to burden EKNA with 
the cost. John says the intent was to protect neighborhood. Another member says, how about we pass the 
hat at this meeting and what we come up with we offer to attorney. Dan asks zoning committee to comment 
if they have the capacity to do research about attorney options. John says committee will put time in. 
Denise says she will contact her attorney to see if her attorney can work on things for us. She has him on 
retainer. Jeff Carpineta said that when the initial topic was raised about attorney review, he said he thought 
that there would need to be a research process before EKNA could pay for something like that but if EKNA 
couldn’t pay for it and if people wanted to pay by chipping in personally, he could offer $100. Another ZC 
member also said they would chip in. Member says it was done at request of chair with no approval, and 
this is a problem. Another member says that when she organized the arts fest, she could not take on 
expenses that were not approved, and suggested the ZC chair pays half the bill or a portion. Dan says he 
will ask. Member says it’s a bill to us and needs to be paid now but for the future, expenses needs to be 
decided ahead of time. Jeff offered that should the attorney accept no less than $400 or $425, then he would 
be willing to make up the difference to supplement EKNA dollars with his $100. It was clarified that the 
attorney was to receive no more than $325 total from EKNA. A vote was taken to offer the lawyer up to 
$325 from EKNA funds, half of the full $650 invoice.  $25 was collected from members at the meeting 
toward the cost. The vote from the membership was passed with 18 in favor, 4 opposed, and 5 abstentions.  


