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26th District Police Update 
Officers John Massey and Todd Oandasan gave an update of crime trends.  
Violent crime is down 7%, property crime is down 3%. Theft from auto is up 4%. The presence of scrap 
yards and heroin in this area creates a high crime environment. They mentioned Vivitrol which is a 
monthly treatment for alcohol and opioid dependence, as opposed to daily dose of methadone at the 
local clinic. Non-emergencies should be reported to 311. EKNA has a 311 liaison in Bernie, and reports 
can be sent to 311@ekna.org after being reported to 311 for follow-up. The 26th District provides EKNA 
with a weekly bulletin of reported crime in the neighborhood, which is obtained by sending a blank 
email to: crime-join@ekna.org. 
 
EKNA Administrative Assistant 
EKNA has hired Katherine Dey as a part-time administrative assistant to help with outreach, promotions, 
organization, and other administrative help. Katherine was introduced briefly.  
 
Annual Cook-Out 
The EKNA Annual Cook-Out will be held in October, and a sign-up sheet was passed around for those 
who can help volunteer.  
 
City Clean-Up 
The big Fall citywide clean-up will be on Saturday, 10/17 from 10:00am -12:00pm with a free bbq for 

volunteers at the Brewery afterwards.  

Trees 

Upcoming events for tree plantings were announced, including a pruning club event 10/18, yard tree 

giveaway 11/1, and street tree planting 11/15. 

 

Zoning 

Zoning Committee Chair John Theobald welcomed new Zoning Committee members Graham O’Neill and 

Dmitrius Mavroudis. There were two cases this month. 2469-73 Amber Street was a second meeting for 

a project that was for three three-unit dwellings, but was revised for this meeting as one seven-unit 

dwelling with shared spaces. There was unanimous support from those in attendance for the revised 

project. The second case for the site of the former Remick’s auto garage at Amber & Arizona, which was 

proposed to be subdivided into five lots, each with a single-family dwelling. This received only one vote 

in support, and the rest opposed, due to concerns over walkable streetscapes, active uses, and 

overcrowding onto too-small lots. Upcoming projects for future zoning meetings include sites on 

Frankford Ave and the mega lots. 
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Neighborhood Rezoning 

John Theobald introduced David Fecteau from the Philadelphia City Planning Commission who discussed 

the neighborhood rezoning process, which has been initiated for our area. David said the last rezoning 

for the neighborhood was sometime in the 1970s or 1980s, and it’s time for an update. The vast 

majority will not change, but areas that will be looked at include Front St/Kensington Avenue, Frankford 

Avenue, the mega lots, and other older industrial properties. There will be two public meetings: the first 

will look at the current zoning and land uses and will make recommendations, and the second meeting 

will take what was heard and show suggested changes to reflect the recommendations. There will be 

some back and forth to come up with a final map, which will then become a bill and go to Council 

hearings and the Planning Commission hearing. This will be after the election, with a goal to pass in the 

Spring. Questions can be sent to David.Fecteau@Phila.gov. 

 

Hagert Playground 

Julius Rivera spoke about the progress with the playground. Through a Community Design Collaborative 

grant, they have a new design for the playground, which has been reworked by Parks & Recreation for 

feasibility. The overall layout will not change dramatically, but components will be upgraded and they 

will maximize the use of the space. Squilla supports the playground redesign and will be helping to fund 

its improvements. The new playground will be under construction next Fall and Spring. Now, the 

playground is only open after 2:00 pm to avoid high schoolers from using it during school hours. The 

playground is also locked at night. The summer programs this year were very well received. You can 

contact the playground on their facebook page or by email at hagertplaygroundfriends@gmail.com.  

 

Tax Panel 

EKNA held a tax panel discussion in August because of concerns raised about tax abatements and school 

funding. Kevin Gillen and Brett Mandel were invited speakers. Some messages that came from the 

discussion were the following: the abatements generate more revenue for the city than they avoid in 

lost taxes; the biggest problem is tax delinquency, which far surpasses abatements in lost revenue; and 

the Pennsylvania uniform tax law prevents a more nuanced taxation system.  

 

EKNA Bylaws 

The proposed revisions to the EKNA bylaws were discussed. The changes create a Board of Directors 

that includes the existing Officers as well as three new Board Members At-Large. Another change is to 

approve an annual budget, to reflect current practice. A question was raised about whether the 

Treasurer should present the budget, rather than the President as currently written. The response was 

that the presentation and approval will be a collaborative process, and will involve the Treasurer. A vote 

was taken to approve the proposed changes to the EKNA bylaws, which was approved with 22 in favor, 2 

opposed, and 2 abstaining.  

 

Treasurer Election 

The position of EKNA Treasurer is available, and there will be an election in October. The nominees are 

Melissa Kalinen, Dmitrius Mavroudis, and Graham O’Neill.  

 

 

 

mailto:David.Fecteau@Phila.gov
mailto:hagertplaygroundfriends@gmail.com


Small Business Spotlights 

Minnow Lane: Rebecca Brett talked about her store that just opened on Frankford Ave and serves 

children 0-4 years and maternity. They have been open just two weeks and offer workshops and retail.  

Philly Wisper: Mark from Philly Wisper talked about this business, which is an independent internet 

service provider serving this area. He is based in the neighborhood, and the internet tower is at 2nd and 

Norris. To receive service, a device is installed on your roof that will access the tower, which accesses 

the data center at Broad and Callowhill. The service is 25 megs up and down with no contract at $50 

monthly.  

 

NowHere Festival 

Flandrew Fleisenberg, who lives in the neighborhood, talked about an upcoming music festival he is 

organizing on Mascher Street. The NowHere Festival goes from 10/19-25th with workshops, master 

classes, a panel, and multiple performances. 

 

Mural 

Emily White discussed the Mural Arts mural that will be going up on the AC Auto building across from 

PFCU at Trenton Ave & Dauphin St. People can vote on which one of the top three murals should be 

chosen. There will be community paint days, and the unveiling of the mural will be at this year’s Arts 

Fest. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes for previous months were reviewed and voted on for approval.  

 

Frankford Garden 

Nick Fury gave updates on the Frankford Garden, located north of Huntingdon Street. They had a recent 

meeting with Councilman Squilla, the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority, and the Neighborhood 

Gardens Trust, who all have expressed support for the protection of the garden. Two of the lots were 

recently transferred from the City to NKCDC, who have not said yes to saving the garden yet. A petition 

was passed around in support of the garden.  

 

HA Brown Elementary School 

Karen, a teacher at HA Brown, gave some updates. The school is one of just 50 in the district to receive 

new computers this year. A recent fundraiser at Revolution House to raise money for all 19125 schools 

was a success. The next Friends of HA Brown meeting will be 10/1 at Liberty Choice at 7:00 pm. They 

meet every first Thursday of the month. 

 

Emerald Street Urban Farm 

Nic Esposito spoke about the farm at Emerald & Dauphin Streets. They will be having a fundraiser on 

10/2 to support the haunted house, which is held annually at the farm.  

 

Circular Free 

Graham O’Neill spoke about the circular free program offered by the city.  

 

Adjourn. Next meeting: 10/19/15 at the Brewery.  


