
East Kensington Neighbors Association (EKNA) 
Monthly General Meeting 
May 16, 2016 
Location: Philadelphia Brewing Company 
 
Nic Esposito, President 
Sharon Thompsonowak, Vice-President 
Graham O’Neill, Treasurer 
Amy Miller, Secretary 
 

President Nic Esposito called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  

 

Minutes 
A vote was taken to approve the minutes from April. All in favor. 
 
Treasurer 
Graham O’Neill read the treasurer’s report of the account balance and expenses over the past 
month. A question was asked about printing the budget, and Graham said he can do that.  
 
26th District Police Update 
Police warned not to leave valuables in the car. There were seven thefts from auto arrests. 
Thieves are taking insurance and registration information, which should be kept in a wallet.  
 
Crime & Safety Committee 
Dmitri Mavroudis talked about the committee, which would also like to address road conditions, 
which are a concern with all the new construction. The will meet Wednesday at Liberty Choice.  
 
Zoning 
The next zoning meeting will be June 8th at Circle of Hope. This month will look at dividing the 
rear section of Liberty Choice to add utilities on Norris Street. Next month will include a private 
sports club at Viking Mills.  
 
Arts Fest 
The Arts Fest is this Saturday. Onias Dickson gave an update. If anyone is aware of neighbors 
with concerns, they can contact info@trentonaveartsfest.org. The new mural will be unveiled at 
11:45 am. KCAPA will start the derby with a drum line. Volunteers are needed for day-of help 
and clean-up. The grant from PTSSD will be considered on Wednesday night. The beverage 
volunteers will be meeting tomorrow.   
 
Clean & Green Committee 
Jeff Carpineta discussed this team, which had its first meeting, and another meeting will be held 
in two weeks. Oakdale Gardens is getting closer to protection from the Neighborhood Gardens 
Trust. Frankford Garden is progressing. EKNA received a $25,000 grant from PHS to work on 
greening along the Frankford Avenue corridor, which will create planters for approximately 30 
shops. There will be a Greenworks discussion led by the Philadelphia Office of Sustainability on 
Wednesday at KCFC.  
 
Historic Preservation Committee 
Amy Miller discussed this team, which is currently working on two historical nominations, and 
has created fundraising stickers thanks to team member Bryan Thompsonowack.  
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Education Committee 
Randall Hinton discussed this team, which has elected Julius Rivera as its chair. An H.A. Brown 
student art gallery was held at Circle of Hope. They would like to create pamphlets of info on 
schools, recreation, after-school activities, and other family opportunities. They meet every first 
Thursday at Liberty Choice. On May 22, a family friendly event will be held at Hagert Garden, 
including PHS, Farm Philly, giveaways, and building boxes. 
 
Fundraising and Outreach Committee 
Andrew Ortega discussed this group, which seeks to raise awareness of EKNA in the 
community. They would like to do door knocking and prepare a one-sheet with info for new 
residents. They are also looking into branded recycling bins. They will meet again next month.  
 
Bylaws 
The bylaws are proposed to be revised to accommodate the new committee structure. The 
proposed changes have been made available on the website, the Board has taken comments, 
and a meeting was held to discuss the changes. A motion was taken on voting to approve the 
revisions. The majority of the room was in favor, 2 nays, 3 abstentions. 
 
Secretary 
Amy Miller’s second two-year term as secretary has come to an end, and the election for 
secretary was held. Two candidates were nominated and have accepted: Melissa Kalinen and 
Madison Graboyes. Melissa is a librarian who hails from Vermont and has been a volunteer with 
the Arts Fest for the past two years. Madison has experience working in education and politics 
and has a passion for green spaces. A vote was taken, and Madison Graboyes was elected.  
 
Live Streaming 
Bernie recommended that EKNA seek professional written legal advice on the issue of live-
streaming, although the cost of this advice was not determined. Someone noted there are many 
different types of platforms with different rules, and that one should be secure, private, and in 
line with EKNA’s goals. At the last meeting, the vote was 20 yes, 12 no, and 1 abstention to 
allow live-streaming. The issues of notification and consent were discussed. Someone asked if 
a better solution would be to allow a conference call instead. It was noted that vagaries in the 
law sometimes can’t be anticipated, and time should be taken to address the issues before 
being blindsided. A vote was taken to seek legal advice and fundraise for that. The majority of 
the room was in favor, 7 nos.  
 
Committees 
EKNA Teams broke out into discussion groups.  
 
Adjourn 
Nic Esposito adjourned the meeting at 8:30 pm.  


