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President Nic Esposito called the meeting to order.  
 
26th District Police Update  
Officers from the 26th District provided brief crime and safety updates. Captain Cappe reported 
that most crime categories are down, although overall thefts are up slightly. There’s been an 
increase in stolen license plates.  
 
Town Watch 
Pablo Matteo and Bill Summers from Town Watch talked about the Eyes and Ears program, 
which is different than a Patrolling Town Watch. Eyes and Ears is more under cover, and they 
offer a training program for this. They also have a monthly advisory committee that EKNA will be 
represented at.  
 
Zoning 
Zoning Chair John Theobald gave an update of the zoning meeting this month, which reviewed 
three cases. 2036 E York was for a subdivision of the lot, which was supported. 1935 E Letterly 
has changed its proposal and will be reviewed at a future meeting. 2011 Amber St is the 
conversion of a garage and vacant lot into apartments, a restaurant, off-street parking, and 
single-family houses. This was supported. In February, one of the cases will be the conversion 
of the former VFW building on Frankford Ave into apartments and a new construction home, as 
well as other cases TBD.  
EKNA will be hosting a meeting with the Philadelphia City Planning Commission on February 8th 
at Circle of Hope to discuss the proposed rezoning of the neighborhood. All are invited to attend 
to provide input.  
 
NKCDC Brownfields 
Andrew Goodman from NKCDC talked about work they are doing on the northern edge of East 
Kensington for the industrial area along the Lehigh Viaduct. Temple University will be working 
on an EPA-funded Brownfields Area Wide Plan that will look at this area from Kensington Ave to 
Aramingo Ave and will recommend public improvements and redevelopment strategies for 
difficult properties. There will be a Feb kick-off meeting, followed by a design workshop.  
 
St. Francis Villa 
Kimiko Dougherty spoke about the St Francis Villa senior housing complex currently under 
construction. It is anticipated to be open by the end of May. Applications will be accepted 
starting on February 8th.  
 
EKNA Budget 
Treasurer Graham O’Neill discussed the proposed 2016 EKNA budget, and a vote was taken. 
The membership voted to approve this budget.  



 
Future Meeting Structure 
Nic Esposito discussed the proposed change to the meeting structure for these general 
meetings. There is always a lack of time after the meetings for more discussion, and so it is 
proposed to switch the timing of the meetings to have the social time after the meeting rather 
than before. The new meeting schedule is proposed to be meeting agenda from 6:30-7:45, 
followed by committee break-out time from 7:45-8:30. The membership in attendance were 
supportive of this change.  
 
Etiquette Board 
Nic discussed the possibility of posting a Meeting Etiquette Board at the meetings that would list 
the expectations of meeting attendees. Items suggested included “everyone’s opinions matter,” 
“comments should be solution oriented,” “keep it short and sweet,” “one speaks at a time,” “keep 
an open mind,” “no blame,” “have fun,” and others. Opinion was mixed on this idea, with some 
suggesting a short list would be best.  
 
Committees 
For 2016, EKNA will be forming a number of committees to work in-depth on projects. These 
committees will be open to all EKNA members to participate in. The committees were 
described, and include: Historic Preservation, Green Spaces, Crime & Safety, Zoning, Public 
Space/Real Estate/Infrastructure, Fundraising & Development, Derby & Arts Fest, Advocacy, 
Small Businesses & Artists, Outreach & Inclusion, and Clean-Ups. A station for each committee 
was posted around the room, and members are encouraged to sign up for the committees they 
are interested in joining.  
 
Adjourn 


