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26th District Police Update  
Since the local bike thief has returned, another 18 bikes have been stolen.  
 
Love Your Park 
A successful Love Your Park event was held at Pop’s Playground, led by the newly organized 
Friends group.  
 
Zoning 
There was just one case this month for 1903-15 E Hagert, located behind the senior housing 
complex under construction. Proposed was 10 duplex units (20 total) with parking for each unit 
accessibly by a single driveway. This was supported 22 yes to 2 no. Zoning meetings are held 
every second Wednesday.  
 
Financial Update 
Graham O’Neill, who was just elected EKNA Treasurer last month, presented an update of 
EKNA’s finances. Slightly more than half of EKNA’s budget is allocated for Hagert Playground 
and green spaces.  
 
Volunteer Awards 
Nominations are being accepted for the Annual EKNA Volunteer Awards, which will be handed 
out at the December meeting and holiday party. Anyone can be nominated for making East 
Kensington a better place.  
 
Kinetic Kensington and Arts Fest 
The date for the next Arts Fest has been set for May 21, 2016. Rich and Steph McKie did an 
amazing job organizing last year. 
 
Holiday Party Potluck 
The December EKNA Meeting on 12/21 will have a short meeting agenda, followed by a holiday 
party. Food will be provided by EKNA, and attendees are encourage to bring a dessert to share.  
 
Pop’s Playground 
Andrew Ortega has started a new Friends Group for the playground, which held its first meeting 
recently. 20 volunteers came to the Love Your Park event, and they have already gotten Parks 
and Recreation to repair the lights. The Friends have been locking the park at night, and regular 
clean ups are held every Wednesday night. Their next meeting is scheduled for December 1st. A 
PWD project to install rain gardens and basketball court resurfacing will happen next year, and 
they are looking for ways to enhance that work with other improvements.  
 
Clean-Up 
The next EKNA clean-up will be on November 21.  



Friends of Hackett 
The next meeting will be November 18th. 
 
Friends of H A Brown 
The next meeting is this Thursday at 7:00 pm at Liberty Choice.  
 
Project HOME 
Janet Stern from Project HOME spoke about the development they wish to build on the site of 
the former Buck Hosiery factory. They have developed about 600 units of permanent supportive 
housing in the city so far. This project is proposed to be a two-phase project. The first phase is 
to be a 30 unit project directed towards at-risk LGBT-friendly youth between 18 and 25 years 
old. Matt Barker of Kitchen and Associates described the proposed architecture of the building. 
Proposed is a four-story building with an entrance on Jasper Street and a small parking lot for 
staff.  
 
Sankofa Academy 
Isaiah Thomas, the Athletic Director at Sankofa Academy located at the former Mariana 
Braccetti Academy building spoke about the school. Sankofa has an African-centered 
curriculum in the Freedom School model. They were formerly located at Frankford and Church, 
and have just moved to the neighborhood. They are looking for partners for a potential grant for 
a drug-free community initiative. The next meeting will be on December 14th, and a 
representative from EKNA will attend.  
 
Presidential and Board Elections 
Clare Dych’s term as EKNA President is up, and Nic Esposito and Richard Zurlnick have been 
nominated for president. Also, the EKNA bylaws have been officially amended to allow for three 
at-large board members, and Jeff Carpineta, Randall Hinton, Melissa Kalinen, and Dimitri 
Mavroudis have been nominated. All nominees with the exception of Melissa (who was unable 
to attend) gave short speeches on their ideas and priorities. Paper ballots were issued to all 
eligible voters, and votes were tallied. Nic was elected president, and three at-large board 
members elected were Jeff, Randall, and Dimitri.  


