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26th District Police Update  
The 26th District will be holding a National Night Out event on August 4th at Cione Playground 
from 5:30-8:30 pm. There will be crime prevention information, bike registration and VIN 
etching, plus family fun and games.  
 
EKNA Bylaws 
There was a productive meeting held last month about the revisions to the bylaws. The purpose 
of the revisions is to create a Board made of the Officers (existing) and At Large Board 
Members (new). Revisions will be made based on community feedback and the input from the 
pro-bono lawyer hired through Philly VIP. Duties of the Board will be to prepare an annual 
budget and participate in decision –making. The revised bylaws will be voted on in September. 
Members who would like to join the Board will be nominated in September and October, the 
election of At Large Board Members will be in November, and the Board will begin in January. 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Applications are being accepted for the part-time EKNA Administrative Assistant position 
through July, and interviews a final decision will be made in August for a September start date. 
 
Past Business 
Website credentials: Officers are working to transfer domain ownership from a previous Officer 
to current leadership, and this will be completed in a couple weeks. 
 
Letter about taxes: Richard Zurlnick will be meeting with a representative from the Crosstown 
Coalition to discuss concerns about the City’s tax structure. A decision was made to hold a 
separate meeting/panel discussion in August regarding increased taxes, abatement, the land 
tax, tax delinquency and collection, and other issues with a fair and balanced expert panel. 
 
Minigrants 
Three proposals for minigrants were submitted in time to be evaluated and voted on this 
quarter. 
 
First, Elaine Lucza of Arcadia Commons discussed their proposal to install a message board, 
locked trash can and equipment box. The estimated cost is $875, and they are asking for a 
$500 grant. Future improvements will include a patio, sundial, and horseshoe pits.  
 
Next, Jeff Carpenter discussed the proposal for the Huntingdon Emerald, which is on the PWD 
list for stormwater improvements. This grant proposal is for nonpermanent improvements and 
programming to build neighborhood support and awareness. The space has benches, plants, 
trash cans, and a bocce court is in progress. The proposal is for more benches, a horseshoe pit, 
a bocce ball kit, T-ball stand, and a series of T-ball lessons. The estimated cost is $900, and the 
ask is for $500.  



Last, Randy from the Friends of H.A. Brown talked about their work and proposal. The Friends 
group holds functions, works with the PTA group, hosts a kids corner at the arts fest, holds 
fundraisers, and special events to get more parents involved and raise money for improvements 
and programming for the school. They have previously gotten EKNA minigrants for sports and 
arts/music efforts. This round, they are seeking $500 for student government and the student 
activities fund, which will go to Honors and academic Olympics programs.  
 
A vote was taken for each proposal, and each one was supported by unanimous approval.  
 
By My Side 
By My Side, which has received EKNA funding, reported on their recent activities. They offer full 
day preschool and affordable dance, yoga, and other classes for children under the age of 5.  
 
Kensington Health Sciences Academy 
Robert Nelson and Principal James from the Kensington Health Sciences Academy spoke 
about their school, located in the neighborhood, and their plans to build a biomedical annex 
nearby. 82% of their graduates go on to a 2 or 4 year experience. They offer blended learning 
with hands on experience. They would like to open a clinic to offer low cost medical and dental 
services to the community. Pat McHugh made a motion to write a letter of support. After 
discussion, it was decided to wait and hear more information about the proposal before writing a 
letter.  
 
Susquehanna & Frankford Garden 
Amy and Kasey Toomey spoke about their project to do a pop-up installation of temporary art at 
the green space at Susquehanna and Frankford Avenues owned by NKCDC. All materials are 
upcycled from the recycling center RAIR. There will be events throughout the month of August.  


