
East Kensington Neighbors Association (EKNA) 
Monthly General Meeting 
May 18, 2015 
Location: Philadelphia Brewing Company 
 
Clare Dych, President 
Sharon Thompsonowak, Vice-President 
Chris Kourmadas, Treasurer 
Amy Miller, Secretary 
 

Police Update 
Overall crime numbers are down from a year ago. Shootings are down 57% and burglaries are 
down 17%, although auto thefts are up 4%. There was a recent abduction and rape, and the 
suspect has been identified and a warrant is out for the arrest. The police were thanked for their 
prompt reply regarding a lost 12 year old, as well as for their presence at the Arts Fest.  
 
Zoning 
The May 13 zoning meeting concerned four cases. 1921-27 E York St was a proposal for new 
construction of eight single family homes on vacant land zoned for industrial (support). 2038 E 
Susquehanna Ave was new construction of a two-family dwelling on a vacant lot zoned for 
single family (opposition). 2049 E Susquehanna Ave was for a third floor addition to a legal 
multi-family dwelling (support). 2012-14 E Hazzard St was for a subdivision of one lot into two 
lots, which are smaller than required (support).  
 
Arts Fest 
The Kensington Kinetic Sculpture Derby was held this month and was a big success. Thanks 
was given to all volunteers. The revenue from sales was about the same as last year, and there 
were a total of 186 vendors. The final net proceeds are still being worked out considering the 
split of expenses and revenue with NKCDC.  
 
Yard Trees 
A yard tree giveaway will be held on 5/30 at the NKCDC Garden Center. Please sign up on the 
EKNA website.  
 
Administrative Assistant 
Alli Dean, who has been serving as the EKNA administrative assistant, is stepping down and 
the allocated funding has been spent. A vote was taken to continue this position for another 
year, which has a total annual cost of $2,500 for approximately 5 hours a week. The vote was in 
support.  
 
PSPCA 
Linda Torelli and Jerry Buckley from the PSPCA spoke on the new business they are opening at 
1546 Frankford Ave. This will be an adoption center that will also offer low cost vet services and 
humane education classes. 
 
Tandoor 
One of the owners of the new Indian BYOB restaurant Tandoor spoke. This business just 
opened last week and is located on Front Street near the Berks station. They intend to have 
outdoor seating soon. They are open until 10 pm and 11 pm on the weekends, when they hope 
to soon be open until midnight.  
 



Hagert Street Playground 
Julius Rivera spoke about the Hagert Street Playground and garden space next door. EKNA 
funds help support their recent Love Your Park event, which was a success. There was free 
food from Vittles, games, live music, and other activities. This was the second year they did 
Love Your Park, and this year there was lots of new people. The garden space next to the 
garden is open for anyone to use. They are in the process of trying to transfer it to the 
Neighborhood Gardens Trust. Summer programming in the park will start on July 6 and will last 
for six weeks. This will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:00-7:00 pm with reading and 
drums and on Saturdays with a pizza play group. They would like to do a book exchange on 
Saturdays as well.  
 
Huntingdon Emerald 
This is a new green space in the making at the corner of Huntingdon and Emerald Streets. They 
meet every Wednesday night at the space for cleaning and a meeting.  
 
Frankford Garden 
This space on the 2500 block of Frankford Ave has work days every Sunday at noon and 
Tuesday at 6:00 pm. There will be a BBQ this Saturday, with a work day starting at 11:00 am 
and the BBQ starting at noon. They are working to put this garden into the Neighborhood 
Gardens Trust.  
 
Arcadia Commons 
This space located off Kern Street north of Sergeant Street will also be having a BBQ this 
Saturday afternoon. They are working on mosaics for the garden bed, which all can help with.  
 
Emerald Park 
A sign has been constructed for the park, which will be installed soon. Christy Allen also showed 
the birdhouses she has made, which will also be installed in the park. They hope to create some 
planting areas in front of the fence as well.  
 
Friends of H.A. Brown 
A mural will be painted inside the school on June 6. You can connect with the friends group on 
facebook, and they have regular meetings. 
 
The next EKNA meeting will be held at the Circle of Hope at 2007 Frankford Ave on June 15. 


