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Police Update 
Violent crime is down 6% and property crime is down 7%. Warrants were issued for recent 
robbery at 1800 Blair.   
 
Zoning 
A public zoning meeting was held this month. 2220 Frankford Ave was for a building built too 
high, which was opposed. 1916 E Dauphin St is a renovation of an existing apartment building, 
which was approved. 2009 Arizona is the legalization of 6 unit building , also approved. 1821-24 
Hagert Street is the Albion Mills redevelopment proposal to rezone the property as industrial 
residential mixed use. 
 
Friends of HA Brown 
This group now has officers, plus a school liason and a home and school liason. The January 
cleanup this Saturday will clean inside the school. They are also seeking winter accessories 
(scarves, mittens, etc) for students. They have recently purchased a vacuum cleaner and music 
instruments. There will be a joint social event with the Friends of Hackett in May.  
 
Land Bank 
Jennifer Kates from Councilwoman Sanchez’s office gave an update on the land bank. The land 
bank is being implemented in phases. The Strategic Plan was just adopted. They are working 
on policies for acquisition of targeted abandoned and tax delinquent properties. In order to 
transfer properties into the land bank, first they are working to track down deeds, clear titles, 
and get all the data in one user-friendly place. There are no set procedures yet, and a pilot 
transfer of public land into the land bank is being done. There will be an open data policy and a 
website with tools to search for and track properties. They are changing the price structure for 
side yards. The land bank will have defined notice procedures, including posting on the property 
and notifying the local Registered Community Organization (RCO). 
 
Vice President Election 
The two candidates, Richard Zurlnick and Sharon Thompsonowak, gave short speeches on why 
they want to be Vice President of EKNA and answered questions. Sharon spoke of her 12 years 
of experience in capacity building and fundraising. Richard spoke of being an ambassador to 
other civic organizations. A vote was taken from eligible voters, and Sharon was elected as Vice 
President. 
 
Financial Update 
Chris Kourmadas presented on the EKNA budget and provided handouts. Unspent funds are 
gaining interest in a money market account. EKNA offers a quarterly mini grant program to local 
organizations, with a first of the month deadline. The next round will be in April. There was 
discussion of the purchase of a lawnmower, which has been approved but not purchased yet. 
 



Announcements 
There is an initiative to turn the vacant lot at the corner of Emerald and Huntingdon Streets into 
a green space, and an a pplication has been sent to PHS for a Placemaker grant to improve the 
space. 
There will be an indoor clean-up held at HA Brown Elementary School on Saturday, Jan 24. The 
Philly Fixers Guild will hold a fix it event on Jan 31. 
The Planning Commission is holding a public meeting in March for the River Wards District 
Plan. Input can be offered online at phila2035.org/sharerw.  
Revisions of the EKNA Bylaws to incorporate a Board are in process, and there will be time for 
member input/review.  


