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Introduction 

Clare Dych introduced herself and the EKNA officers and called the meeting to order. 

 

District Attorney Office 

Theresa Marley from the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office (DA) spoke about the role of the 

DA’s office. They enforce child support, mediate disputes, provide eldery support services, offer 

a women & safety series, and provide other resources. Theresa spoke about the issue of 

“house theft” and how that can happen. The DA Office is offering a self defense class on 10/25 

from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at the High School of the Future. 

 

Zoning 

Zoning Committee Chair John Theobald gave an update of zoning cases. 2105 Abigail was a 

proposal to legalize a fence built higher than as of right. The vote was 23 in favor and 2 

opposed. 2006-10 Frankford Ave was a proposal for six residential units with commercial 

space on the ground floor. The vote was 21 in favor and 1 opposed. 2111-19 Dauphin was a 

screening of a project involving 12 residential units with off-street parking accessible from 

Dakota Street. This will be voted on at a future meeting. John provided an overview of the 

zoning committee and meeting process. 

 

Townwatch 

Pablo Mateo of Townwatch Integrated Services gave a short presentation about his 

organization, which trains citizens to be the eyes and ears of reporting crimes. They offer an 

eyes and ears program and a walking dog watch program. The walking dog program is 1.5 - 2 

hrs. Those who were interested signed up, and Bernie will coordinate this training. 

 

Kensington Community Food Co-Op (KCFC) 

KCFC currently has 570 members. They hold marketplace events from 7:00-9:00 pm the 

second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at Circle of Hope. There is a one-time membership 

fee of $200 to join the co-op, and flexible pay options.  

 

Trenton Ave Arts Fest 

This year’s Trenton Ave Arts Fest will be held on Saturday, May 16. Stephanie Seiple and Rich 

McKie will be this year’s organizers.  

 

Volunteer Awards 



There will be volunteer awards at this year’s December meeting. Nominations currently being 

accepted.  

 

EKNA Board 

EKNA will be forming a board, which will require changes to the bylaws.  

 

Minutes 

Minutes from July and September 2014 (no August meeting) were reviewed and voted on for 

approval.  

 

Mini-grant Program 

EKNA holds a quarterly mini-grant program to support local efforts. The membership heard from 

three applicants for these mini-grants. Kensington Soccer Club applied for $500 to cover costs 

of transportation to college games and visits for students, healthy snacks for the players, and for 

the Family Celebration Day, which will include food, books, and prizes. Friends of Hackett 

School applied for $500 for promotional materials. By My Side applied for $500 for art supplies 

and healthy snacks for children in their programs. The membership voted, and all three projects 

were approved. 

 

Small Business Spotlight 

City Sprouts Maternity is a new business directed towards new parents. They offer a mid-wife 

and doula on site, and will have some retail like cloth diapers. There will be an open house on 

11/15. 

 

Announcements 

The EPA will offer free soil testing on 10/25 at Cione Rec Center from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm. 

Philly Bike Share will likely have a large station at the Berks El stop. 

LED lighting will be installed at the York/Dauphin and the Huntingdon El stations.  

Scott Bickmore spoke about his weather stick project made from Christmas trees.  


