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EKNA Officers 

The EKNA officers were introduced to new members in attendance. Pat McHugh will be 

stepping down as treasurer. Chris Kourmadas, in attendance, has stepped up to volunteer 

for the position. Other are encouraged to nominate themselves or others for the position. 

There will be a vote at the May meeting for treasurer.  

 

Administrative Assistant 

There have been 15 applicants for the position of part-time administrative assistant for 

EKNA. The EKNA officers will select the candidate based on a ranking system, and the 

position will be filled by next month. 

 

Clean-Up 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the neighborhood clean-up that was held on 

Saturday, April 13. It was a huge success with over 50 attendees, including many Temple 

students. The clean-up locations were the mega lots and Hagert Street Playground. The 

next clean-up will be held the evening of May 17 on and around Trenton Ave in 

preparation for the Trenton Ave Arts Fest the following day.  

 

Buck Building/Fire Department 

Last week’s anniversary of the tragic fire at the Buck Hosiery Building that claimed the 

lives of two firefighters was honored with a candlelight vigil at the sight. The suggestion 

was made to hold another benefit event to honor and raise funds for the firefighters. This 

idea was supported by the membership. 

 

Philadelphia Human Relations Commission (PHRC) 

Patricia Coyne of the PHRC spoke about that organization, its history, mission, and 

initiatives. Her office became involved in a case involving two new residents in East 

Kensington whose car windows were smashed in.  

 

19125 Parents 

Jorge Santana from the group 19125 Parents (formerly called New Kensington Parents 

Coalition for Better Schools and Play) spoke. This group formed about 4-5 months ago to 

do fact finding on the resources and status of the schools in the neighborhoods of 

Fishtown, Old Richmond, and East Kensington. They meet monthly and have an active 

facebook page and google group. There are three committees: Adaire School, Hackett 

School, and pre-Kindergarten. They would like to form a similar committee associated 



with H A Brown School in East Kensington. The idea of the group is to help improve the 

schools and get prospective parents involved.  

 

Hagert Street Playground 

Kevin Maguire and Veronica Smith spoke on behalf of the Friends of Hagert Street 

Playground. There are three committees in the Friends group: Programming, Parties, and 

Physical Improvements. The Programming group is planning a summer session of 

activities every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm and every 

Wednesday evening from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. This will be focused on food, art, and 

nature and will extend over 10 weeks. There will be a kick-off party and a closing 

celebration. May 11 is Love Your Park Day with activities in the playground. The 

Physical Improvements group has submitted an application to the Community Design 

Collaborative, which could provide free design services for a playground master plan for 

improvements.  

 

Zoning 

The Zoning Committee meets every second Wednesday of the month at Circle of Hope 

Church at 2007 Frankford Ave. This month, there were two cases. One was a proposal to 

rezone a parcel from part industrial and part residential to entirely residential. Another 

proposal was for a new construction building at 2036 Frankford Ave that would be a 4.5 

story structure with 7 apartments and 1 commercial unit. Variances were needed for 

height, open space, yard, and number of units. The community vote was 16 opposed to 4 

in support. The applicant has decided to come back to the community with a revised plan. 

May 8 is the next Zoning Committee meeting. 

 

Trenton Ave Arts Fest 

The Trenton Ave Arts Fest will be held on May 18. The vendor registration deadline is 

May 1. Volunteers are still needed for day-of organization and support. People can sign 

up to be a vendor or a volunteer at trentonaveartsfest.org. 

 

Actual Value Initiative (AVI) 

A group has been formed, the Coalition of Concerned Taxpayers, that is made up of civic 

groups across the city. EKNA is a member. Preliminary data shows that the Center City 

business district is seeing large reductions in taxes. Land values also appear undervalued 

across the city. Information was given on how to find out more information on the Actual 

Value Initiative. 

 

Soil Kitchen 

Ana Pomales of the Centers for Disease Control spoke on the Soil Kitchen event that will 

be held on May 4 at Shissler Rec Center. Residents can bring soils samples to be tested 

for lead. There will also be workshops on gardening and a community mapping exercise.  


