
EKNA General Meeting Agenda – July 23, 2012 
Location: Urban Worship Center – 2038 E Cumberland St 
Jeff Carpineta- Chairperson 
 
Zoning 

John Theobald gave an update on zoning cases. 1942 N Front St is the property with the 
bank buildings at the corner of Norris and Front Streets. A meeting was held on May 9, and the 
community vote was 61 opposed to 21 in support. A ZBA hearing was scheduled for May 16, 
but was held by the applicant, the Women’s Community Revitalization Project (WCRP). The 
applicant stated that plans would be revised based on community input. A new ZBA hearing was 
scheduled for August 8. EKNA will be requesting a continuance in order to review the revised 
plans through a community input process.  

There will be three cases that will be presented at the EKNA community zoning meeting 
on the evening of August 8 beginning at 7:15 pm. 2133 E Cumberland St is a proposal for 
construction of a three-unit building on a vacant lot zoned for single-family. 2068-70 E York St 
is a proposal for construction of two single-family houses on two lots zoned for single-family. 
2519 Frankford Ave is a proposal to convert a building zoned for residential into a restaurant 
with liquor license, live entertainment, and dancing.  
 
EKNA Budget 
 Pat McHugh, Treasurer, gave this update. There was a basic budget developed for EKNA 
last year. This year, it is more detailed and has more line items of expenses and allocations. The 
budget is divided into EKNA Operations and Emerald Park. The goal of raising $25,000 
has almost been met. The future matching grant from the Cedar Hill Foundation once that goal is 
met has not been accounted for in the current budget. The discussions about events and 
initiatives that have been held at the last few months of EKNA meetings will help inform what 
the future funds could be spent on. Bernie suggested increasing the funding for Philly Tree 
People from $300 to $500. A vote was taken to support the budget allocations and the expenses 
as amended, and it was approved by the membership. 
 One item on the budget was the purchase of a laptop. Pat asked if anyone had an old 
laptop that they would like to donate. If not, then a $300 laptop will be purchased from Nonprofit 
Technology Resources (NTR).  
 Another budget item is the potential for spending $2,700 on administrative help over the 
next year. An administrative assistant could help with website updates, checking City Council 
and Sheriff Sale calendars, and other initiatives. 
 
Town Watch 

A resident from Hagert Street said that she would like to see a town watch started 
because of the string of recent attacks in the neighborhood. Jeff stated that EKNA hasn’t had a 
regular patrol team-style town watch because of a lack of interested resident volunteers. There is 
an initiative called River Wards Crime Watch that has met regularly. 
 
Actual Value Initiative (AVI) 
 AVI is the effort by the City to accurately assess and tax properties. When implemented, 
it will likely have a major effect on East Kensington and other developing neighborhoods. AVI 
was put on hold for one year so that assessments could be completed. An across the board 10% 



increase in taxes plus an increase in Use and Occupancy (U&O) was implemented to help fill the 
City’s budget shortfall. The increase in U&O will likely affect many small businesses. There is a 
Homestead Exemption that homeowners can apply for, which will make the first $30,000 of a 
home value tax free. There will soon be a discussion between the head of the Office of Property 
Assessment (OPA) and First District civic representatives (including Jeff) to discuss how the 
values are being defined.  

Jeff asked if there was an interest in holding a special meeting on property taxes, perhaps 
sometime in September. The membership voted in favor of having such a meeting. There is an 
upcoming meeting scheduled for July 26 at 705 N Franklin Street about AVI.  

Squilla supported the delay of AVI. Sanchez was an early supporter of AVI as a solution 
to the School District budget. There are many complicated implications, especially for seniors.  

 


