
EKNA General Meeting Agenda – Jun 18, 2012 
Location: Urban Worship Center – 2038 E Cumberland St 
Jeff Carpineta- Chairperson 
 
Guest presentation: Philly311 
Kathy Kruz from the Philadelphia Managing Director’s Office gave a special 
presentation on Philly 311. The number one call received at the call center relates to 
residential properties not being maintained. The call center is open from 8:00 am until 
8:00 pm. There is an in-person office that is open from 8:00 am until 5:00 pm. You can 
also email your report to philly311@phila.gov. There is a new abandoned bikes request 
that they are taking to remove these. The data system for Philly311 is being overhauled. 
The system was initially designed to be temporary. There are public hearings about the 
system available on PhillyStat. These video recordings ensure accountability. A question 
was asked about SeeClickFix reporting these types of issues. Kathy said that sometimes 
there is not enough information on that site for L &  I to do anything. A 311 mobile 
application is in the works. 
 
Zoning 
Henry Pyatt gave the zoning update. There was one screening held for a four-story, six-
family building to be constructed on a vacant lot at 2024-26 E Fletcher. There was also a 
meeting regarding 2002 E Huntingdon St, regarding the legalization of a two-family 
dwelling there. The vote was in favor. The next zoning meeting will be held on July 11. 
 
Parklet 
Henry reported on the plans and meeting for a parklet to be constructed in the parking 
space in front of 2311 Frankford Ave in front of Little’s Baby’s Ice Cream, anticipated to 
open. A public meeting was held on June 16, and the majority vote was in favor of 
supporting this. The design will be a raised platform in the parking space of one car. It 
will be a mini park and will be temporary. It will only be open in the warmer months. 
There will be a protected buffer between the seating platform and the drive lane of 
Frankford Ave. There will also be buffers between it and the parked cars.  
 
City Tax Changes 
The Actual Value Initiative (AVI) is a new system that bases taxes on your actual market 
value of your home. This system has been delayed many years. They are expecting to 
have them by the fall. Originally, it was to be revenue neutral. Jeff asked if this issue 
deserved a dedicated community meeting. The School District is $94 million short, some 
of which is due to cuts at the State level. Squilla is in favor of delaying AVI for one year. 
At the City Council hearing, a number of community leaders including Jeff Carpineta 
testified about the issue and how it could impact many residents and neighborhoods. 
There is a Homestead Exemption form based on legislation that is not legalized yet, but 
there is a July 31 deadline to submit the form. Even still, residents are encouraged to fill 
in these forms. A ring of neighborhoods around Center City will get hit hard. Sanchez 
was supportive of AVI because of the need for people to pay the right share to support 
the schools. There is a so-called “gentrification” protection being proposed for people 
who have been in their homes for 10 years, that then their value of their homes can be no 



more than three times its current value. There is an online petition to delay AVI for one 
year. The Tax Fairness Coalition is pushing a one-year delay. There are large non-profits 
in the city such as Penn that pay nothing in taxes. Other cities have such institutions pay a 
payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT). In addition, there is $500 million in unpaid taxes due 
to the city.  
 
Emerald Park 
Kim Konopka thanked everyone who came out for the Emerald Park clean-up day. It was 
a great day and a new planting bed was created and filled with new plants.  
 
Cleanup 
Richard Zurlnick spoke on the clean-up scheduled for Saturday June 23. We will be 
meeting at Leotah’s Place at York and Coral at 10:00 am.  
 
Tire Round-up 
A resident asked about when EKNA would be doing a tire round-up again. Pat McHugh 
responded that we could do it, but someone would need to organize the day. Stephanie 
Koernig volunteered to lead the tire round-up. 
 
Front Door 
Amy Miller spoke on the City’s new Front Door website, which is the new portal to 
buying publicly owned land being run by the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority 
(PRA). The side yard program is back, and home owners can purchase a lot adjacent to 
their property at a discounted price.  
 
Fall Fest 
Jeff Carpenter spoke on the planning for a Fall Fest for EKNA, with the theme of an 
urban county fair. There is a date set for October 20, and Jeff helped line up Philadelphia 
Brewing Company to provide beverages, created a logo, and lined up a headliner band. 
There is a foundation set for this festival, although others are needed now to help 
organize the event. Zak and Krista put together a hand guidebook on putting together the 
Arts Fest, which can be used as guidance.  
 
Walking Fish Theater 
Stan Heleva of Walking Fish Theater spoke on the new plays being performed, “End of 
Civilization,” and “Featuring Loretta.” There are half-price tickets for EKNA members 
who give the passcode given at the meeting. 
 
Philadelphia Independent Film Festival 
Scott Bickmore spoke about his involvement in programming for the Philadelphia Film 
Festival. He is looking for eccentric performers to perform outside the venues.  
 
Hagert Street Playground  
Kevin Maguire spoke on the summer celebration being planned for Hagert Street 
Playground on July 14.  


