
EKNA General Meeting Agenda - May 21, 2012 
Location: Philadelphia Brewing Company 
Jeff Carpineta- Chairperson 
 
Police Update 
Two officers from the 26th District spoke about issues in the neighborhood and answered 
questions. Burglaries and thefts are down. Some recent homicides at 5th and Cumberland 
have diverted some resources from our neighborhood. The police were informed by 
residents about a number of known drug houses in the neighborhood. Residents informed 
each other that the best solution is constant contact through phone calls and emails daily 
to the police to report the problem. Chair reminds assembly that EKNA has volunteers 
ready to help members with 311 reporting and police reporting.  
 
Thomas Buck Factory Fire Update 
There are at least three different investigations happening now on the fire: one by 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, Explosives (AFT), one by the Fire Department, and one by 
the owners. There has been no determination given yet for the cause of the fire. Jeff C.  
and Jesse Gardener have been in frequent contact with the Fire Department, persons 
impacted, and the liaison and counsel for the families. A new bill by Councilwoman 
Sanchez regarding sealing large vacant buildings has gone through committee and will 
soon be voted on by City Council. It would require certain large vacant buildings to be 
sealed with metal at all openings and to have an intact roof structure.  
 
Emerald Park 
Kim Kanopka announced a park clean-up on Sunday, June 3. We will be doing weeding, 
planting, and mowing, with refreshments served.  
 
Huntingdon Street Bank / Warehouse 
Jeff C. reports- the large warehouse on the 1800 block of Huntingdon St was broken into 
by scrappers the night of Arts Fest. Neighbors notified him. Thieves with van and tools 
broke into the building and removed a water main before neighbors engaged them and 
they fled. Jeff arrived at 6:45am. Owner was called but was out of the country. Comatose 
addict on steps of property with door wide open. Water rushing in basement approaching 
the four feet of water. Bank is connected to timber warehouse- so there was concern 
about vandalism leading to catastrophic fire. Jeff contacted PWD for emergency shut-off 
and gathered neighbors, other EKNA members, purchased steel/hardware/lock and sealed 
the building wrapping up 6:30pm. Thanks given to Buddy Kamp, Juan Marrero, Bernie, 
Jessie Gardner and Pat McHugh especially for use of his shop.  
 
Fire Truck 
The East Kensington Number One fire truck in town and was featured at the Arts Fest.  
Jeff Carpineta and Jesse Gardner are fundraising to purchase a retired 1974 fire truck to 
serve the neighborhood in a variety of ways. This will be an inspiration vehicle and will 
be used for transportation of items, watering of trees and gardens, power generation for 
events, and other civic uses. A memorial to the firefighters killed and wounded at the 
Buck building will be painted on the side. Badly injured FF Patrick Nally visited the new 
truck at the Arts Fest along with ladder 16 active duty who were moved by the tribute and 
respect. 



 
 
Trenton Ave Arts Fest 
Pat McHugh gave an update on the finances after the Arts Fest. Vendors, sponsors and 
donations raised $20,000, and expenses $7,600- though final accounting of expenses 
for the fest has not been completed yet.  
 
Zoning:  
Andy Barrera spoke on zoning updates. Aaron Miller will be leaving the zoning 
committee. 2518 Coral Street is pending at the ZBA. 2119 E Norris St involved a 
subdivision of one lot for construction of two homes, that is also pending. 2537 Frankford 
Ave is also pending at ZBA. May 29 is the hearing for 2557 Amber Street, the VAR 
property that the community supported. The next zoning committee meeting will be on 
June 13. One case that will be heard is 2044-46 E Fletcher St. John Theobald discussed 
the recent case at 1942 N Front Street that involved 25 new homes with Women’s 
Community Revitalization Project (WCRP) as applicant. This was a joint meeting of 
Fishtown Neighbors Association, EKNA, and Norris Square Civic Association. There 
were concerns about open space, parking, commercial corridor, and historic architecture. 
The developer pulled the proposal for now and is revising the proposal based on the 
community concerns. Historic preservation of the bank buildings was a big concern, but 
that is not something that can be addressed through zoning. 
 
Officer Elections 
As announced at recent meetings, there is an opening in the position of Secretary and 
Vice President of EKNA. Amy Miller has been nominated for Secretary. Richard 
Zurlnick announced his nomination for Secretary as well. Richard and Amy spoke about 
their platforms for the office. A vote was taken, and Amy Miller was elected Secretary. 
 
Walking Fish 
Stan Heleva spoke re: upcoming production at Walking Fish called Suburban Motel and 
handed out postcards for the show. It will be running through the month of June.  
 
Fall Fest 
Jeff Carpenter spoke about the planning for the fall fest. We are calling it the Kensington 
County Fair and the date will be October 20. Philadelphia Brewing Company has pledged 
support. It is the same weekend as the Philadelphia Open Studio Tour in the 
neighborhood, which will be a good synergy. They are still looking for bands to play. The 
artisans will be curated by Ginni Stiles, and they are looking for hand crafted products 
like candles, knits, woodworking, etc. The location is planned for Trenton Avenue by 
Huntingdon Avenue, near Pop’s Playground. The tentative budget is $3,000, with the 
hopes of raising $6,000.  
 
EKNA 2012-2013 Planning: Service 
At the last few EKNA meetings, 30-55 people split into break-out groups to discuss 
fundraising ideas. This month’s focus is on service ideas. Splitting into 3 groups, 
members are encouraged to share ideas- how they/EKNA can serve the neighborhood 
better- actions with no fundraising objective, but rather are purely service oriented. 


