
EKNA General Meeting  - March 19, 2012 
Chairperson: Jeff Carpineta 
Location: Philadelphia Brewing Company 
 
2012-2013 EKNA Activities Planning 
After the brainstorming session last month, there are 22 ideas for new activities that 
EKNA could work on for 2012-2013. Sheets with these ideas were passed around, and 
EKNA members were encouraged to sign up to help with one or more activity and to 
indicate what activities they desired.   
 
Police 
Captain Cram of the 26th District spoke. There has been an increase in break-ins of homes 
and cars. However, the police have made progress in holding the culprits and they have 
made dozens of arrests. ATVs are a major problem in the neighborhood, but the police is 
helping to push legislation (along with State Senator Tartaglione) to confiscate these 
vehicles. Police have started doing ATV raids at Beech Street, although they need 20 
police cars for a safe sting.  
 
Officer Meeting with Councilman Squilla 
The EKNA officers have recently met with the new Councilman Squilla of the 1st 
District. They shared with Squilla a list of priorities, which included improving Hagert 
Street Playground, reducing crime through additional police resources in the 
neighborhood, addressing vacant land through changing policies, and creating a 
commons park for the neighborhood. The officers asked that a representative from the 1st 
District office attend at least every other EKNA meeting, and that EKNA officers could 
meet with the Councilman on a quarterly basis. 
 
EKNA officer openings 
There is an opening for Secretary and will be an opening for the office of Vice President 
of EKNA, and elections will be held. If anyone would like to know more about those 
positions or nominate your self or someone, please let us know. A sheet will be prepared 
with descriptions of the offices which will be sent out over email.  
 
Trees 
TreePhilly.org is a new website about trees in the city. There is a program to offer free 
trees for yards, and the application is on the website. The deadline for that is March 31. 
 
Walking Fish Theater 
Stan Heleva reports the Lancaster Farm Fresh Cooperative offers a Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) program that delivers to Walking Fish Theater. There are 
openings for this people can apply for. Also, Walking Fish Theater has a new comedy 
show called High Dramma, which has performances Thursday through Sunday. 
 
2012-2013 EKNA Activities Planning – Breakout group discussions 
Groups were formed to discuss planning for five of the most popular ideas for new 
EKNA activities and initiative. Emphasis in this planning session is on initiatives which 



are mission driven, built positivity and spirit in the neighborhood- but also have the 
ability to raise funds for the association to meet the requirement of the matching grant 
award for 2012/2013. 
 
(1) renewed efforts at Hagert Street Playground, (2) dinners and potlucks, (3) music 
shows, (4) a flea market, and (5) First Friday activities. 
 
Hagert Street Playground 
There will be a meeting on April 2 from 6:30 -8:00pm at 2075 E Hagert St. This could be 
a five-year project to implement improvements. Leaders of the Friends Group have met 
with the Friends of Pop’s Playground group and the Spring Garden CDC to learn from 
their experiences. This could start as a group within EKNA, but could become its own 
entity in time. One concern is with locking and opening the gates to prevent crime. They 
would also like to have on-going programs such as a basketball league. They can apply to 
the Community Design Collaborative with help in redesigning the playground. Funding 
could be sought through Trust for Public Land, Councilman Squilla’s office, and other 
sources. They would like to plan a celebration for the summer.  
 
Music Shows 
Resident Volunteers Jayme Guokas and Chris Forsyth both volunteered to lead music 
programming in the Emerald Park and other locations in the area. 
 
Zoning 
There was no zoning meeting in March 2012.  


