
EKNA General Meeting - February 20th, 2012 
Philadelphia Brewing Company 
Chair: Jeff Carpineta 
 
 
Comments from Chairperson: 
 
Jeff reported on the plan for meeting with Councilman Squilla. Through conversations with members and 
residents, four keys topics have been identified: Hagert Street Playground, a new Commons Park, Vacant 
Land, and asking Squilla to be a part of our advocacy (with Captain Cram and Mike O'Brien) to increase 
crime-fighting resources in the 19125 zip code, especially on the western edge of the neighborhood. 
 
Treasurer updates: 
 
EKNA Treasurer Pat McHugh reported on the budget, with percentages breakdown of income from 2011 to 
understand where revenue comes from: 
 
---Trenton Ave Arts Fest: 23% of 2011. Participant contribution is majority of that. 
---Foundation support: 41% of 2011.  
---Emerald Park donations (special save-the-park campaign in 2011): 24% of total income. 
Treasurer gives head's up that there will be new costs for Arts Fest, including police, promotion, trash, etc. 
 
Arts Fest Planning: 
 
Trenton Ave Arts Fest co-chair Zak Starer reported that artist registration is now open.  
Live music has been decided against in favor of DJs for multiple reasons. Mainly, the artist vendors placed 
near the stage have complained and been angry in recent years about the loud music. Also, the music has 
always created difficulty with equipment, sound engineering, etc. 2009/10/11 fest organizers have all made 
the same recommendation. The alternative proposal this year is to switch to DJs, partly because the volume 
can be controlled. Promo cards are printed, and all are encouraged to distribute them. The tally of registered 
vendors including artists, food providers, and folks promoting their projects is expected to be almost 
200. There is an idea to have a Fall Fest which will specialize in live music. To be discussed this evening.  
 
Preservation Alliance grant: 
 
EKNA has been awarded a grant from the PA that Zak and others (Joshua Cullen, Jeff C, Amy M, prepared 
the application for. Their proposal was for a map that shows historic points of interest in the area as well 
the sites that represent the new repurposing of space in the area. Zak hands out a survey and invites opinion 
about what should be featured.  
 
2012-2013 EKNA Planning: 
 
Quick recap on our expected funding for 2012-2013, which includes a matching grant award. 
Announcement that we are beginning a planning process for 2012-2013. One hour is spent splitting into 
breakout groups over 10 persons each. Focus of the neighbor-to-neighbor dialogue: 45 minutes on new 
activities which will build community, spirit, improve and uplift the neighborhood, but have potential to be 
fundraising activities as well. 
 
4 groups: all groups reported at end. Jeff wrote ideas expressed on whiteboard.  
 
Ideas from membership:   
OUTDOOR THEATER , REGULAR BBQ’S, HAGERT PLAYGROUND ACTIVITIES, KID’S 
PARTIES, FLEA MARKET, EKNA FIRST FRIDAYS, CONCERT SERIES, FALL FEST (County 
Fair), SKATEPARK EVENT, SILENT AUCTION, POSTCARD AUCTION, KICKSTARTER 
CAMPAIGN, MURAL MAKING, EAST KENS HOUSE TOUR, BAR EVENTS, KENSINGTON 
SUPPER CLUB, TEACHING WORKSHOP- ADULT or CHILD FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 



(MAIL), POP UP SHOPS, HOUSE EMBLEM (SIGNAGE/MAILBOX/ICON), TOOL LENDING  
LIBRARY, BOWLING PARTY, 
 
Zoning News: 
 
Feb 7 - joint meeting with FNA, held at Fishtown Rec. Concerning:1939-47 N Front St. Variance for take-
out restaurant with seating. 
Feb 8 – Meeting held at Circle of Hope. Concerning: 2103 E Dauphin St. Variance to construct two-family 
dwelling on lot zoned for single-family. 
 
---Adjourned at 8:40.  
 


